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With the rapid growth and availability of artificial intelligence 
(AI) capabilities, many organizations are eager to leverage 
them for business optimization, profitability and customer 
engagement. However, there are significant barriers to 
AI adoption in terms of ethics, security, fairness and 
accountability. Organizations are looking to adopt standards 
and frameworks that address these risks and provide 
assurance to executive and legal stakeholders that they are 
implementing AI the right way.

Recognizing this need, the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (NIST) introduced the AI Risk Management 
Framework (AI RMF) in Jan. 2023. NIST designed the AI 
RMF for voluntary adoption and to be industry-agnostic. 
It’s applicable across various sectors, regardless of the 
size and nature of the organization. It provides a structured 
methodology to embed trustworthiness at every stage of AI 
system design, development and deployment.

GETTING AI RIGHT

Reduce your total cost of ownership, develop higher 
quality products and improve your life. Contact us 

https://catalyte.io
https://www.nist.gov/itl/ai-risk-management-framework
https://www.nist.gov/itl/ai-risk-management-framework
https://www.catalyte.io/about/contact-sales/
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Because AI systems are probabilistic 
instead of deterministic, they are 
fundamentally uncertain. That is, 
you can’t always guarantee the same 
result for a given input. This is further 
complicated by the potential for bias 
and inaccuracies to be introduced 
through the information that trains  
the models.

Risk mitigation is the practice of 
identifying these adverse outcomes 
and implementing processes, policies 
and procedures to prevent and/or 
remediate such outcomes. The NIST 
AI RMF encourages organizations to 
adopt a proactive approach to risk 
management. This is essential because, 
according to an MIT and Boston 
Consulting Group report, most AI 
experts believe that, “Organizations are 
not sufficiently expanding their risk 
management capabilities to address  
AI-related risks.”

Finding the right size for your risk 
management efforts can be confusing. 
Different use cases and organizations 
can have profoundly different types and 
levels of risk. Engaging with a trusted 
advisor can help streamline  
this process and ensure that you don’t 
over - or under-invest in your risk 
mitigation strategies.

Why adopt a risk 
management framework?

Organizations are not 
sufficiently expanding 
their risk management 
capabilities to address 
AI-related risks.

https://catalyte.io
https://sloanreview.mit.edu/article/ai-related-risks-test-the-limits-of-organizational-risk-management/
https://sloanreview.mit.edu/article/ai-related-risks-test-the-limits-of-organizational-risk-management/
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Potential risks 
when adopting AI

With the rapid rate of change and development in the 
AI space, it’s hard to predict specific AI implementation 
risks. As AI technologies evolve, organizations will need 
to continuously adapt to effectively mitigate risks, 
including, but not limited to:

1.	 Data privacy 
and security 
The risk of breaches and unauthorized access to 
personal data is a top concern, given the severe 
consequences of data leaks, including legal  
repercussions and loss of public trust.

2.	Bias and 
fairness

 
AI systems can perpetuate or amplify existing 
biases if they are trained on unrepresentative or 
prejudiced data. This can lead to unfair treatment 
of individuals based on race, gender, age or other 
protected characteristics.

3.	Compliance and  
regulatory  
As governments worldwide introduce stricter reg-
ulations on AI usage, compliance becomes a top 
concern. Noncompliance can result in heavy fines 
and legal challenges.

4.	Operational  
vulnerabilities 
The integration of AI into existing systems can 
introduce technical vulnerabilities and dependen-
cies, potentially disrupting operations or leading to 
failures in critical systems.

5.	Trust and  
safety

 
Ensuring that AI systems operate in a manner  
that is safe and engenders trust among users is 
crucial, especially in sectors like health care and 
automotive where safety is paramount.

6.	Explainability and  
transparency 
The “black box” nature of some AI systems can 
make it difficult to understand how decisions are 
made, complicating issues of accountability and 
trust.

7.	 Data  
governance 
Managing the integrity, accessibility and legality of 
data used in AI systems is essential as data land-
scapes become more complex.

8.	 Intellectual  
property

 
As AI generates new content or designs, intellec-
tual property rights can become a significant legal 
and ethical battleground. 

https://catalyte.io
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NIST AI RMF adoption helps organizations establish a 
recognized standard of excellence and compliance in 
managing AI risks.

It demonstrates commitment to following best practices 
in AI safety, ethics and reliability. Moreover, adopting the 
AI RMF reassures internal decision-makers and may help 
overcome objections or barriers to AI adoption. Some 
benefits of AI RMF adoption include:

1.	 Competitive  
advantage

 
Effective risk management protects against poten-
tial threats and enhances a company’s reputation 
by demonstrating a commitment to ethical and 
responsible AI usage. NIST adoption signals that 
the organization adheres to the highest standards 
of AI risk management. This can be a significant 
differentiator in the market, particularly for com-
panies looking to establish trust with customers or 
partners. 

2.	Focused  
innovation

 
With the assurance that risks are being profes-
sionally managed, organizations can focus more on 
leveraging AI to innovate and enhance their core 
business processes. This can lead to improved 
efficiency, better customer service and increased 
profitability.

3.	 Improved  
compliance

 
As AI regulations continue to evolve, keeping up 
with compliance requirements can be daunting. 
Expect compliance to become mandatory for  

organizations with high-risk profiles. NIST adop-
tion helps organizations ensure that they comply 
with the latest AI regulations and standards. This 
can be crucial in heavily regulated industries or 
where data security and privacy are paramount.

4.	Enhanced  
credibility

 
Adopting a reputable standards body like NIST 
significantly enhances an organization’s credibility. 
It shows customers, investors, regulators and other 
stakeholders that the company is serious about 
effectively managing AI risks.

5.	Risk  
mitigation

 
The adoption process involves a thorough review 
of an organization’s AI systems and practices, 
helping to identify and mitigate potential risks 
before they become issues.

6.	 Internal  
alignment

 
One of the most challenging barriers to AI  
adoption is internal resistance from finance,  
legal or IT. Adopting a RMF can help ameliorate 
their concerns.

7.	 Scalability
 

Adopting a flexible model tailored to the size and 
growth stage of the business ensures that organi-
zations can adapt their risk management strate-
gies as their AI usage expands and evolves.

NIST RMF adoption 
formalizes AI risk mitigation

https://catalyte.io
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Dedicated 
expertise 
accelerates 
adoption (and 
makes it easier!)
 
 
Adopting a risk management framework is a non-trivial task 
that requires an understanding of AI technologies as well 
as the ethical and security landscape surrounding them. 

Organizations are encouraged to engage with consulting 
agencies that have the knowledge and expertise to assist 
in navigating this process, including:

1.	 Framework  
understanding

 
Consulting agencies clarify the AI RMF’s objectives, 
structure and benefits. They translate the technical 
language of the framework into actionable insights 
for organizations, helping them understand how it 
applies to their specific AI applications.

2.	Risk assessment
 

Agencies conduct thorough risk assessments to 
identify vulnerabilities within AI systems and pro-
cesses. This includes evaluating data integrity, 
algorithmic bias and potential breaches of ethical 
standards. The outcome helps organizations  
prioritize risk mitigation strategies.

3.	 Implementation  
strategy

 
Because every organization and initiative has a dif-
ferent risk profile, tailored implementation strategies 
are important. Consultants consider factors such as 
organizational culture, existing technology infrastruc-
ture and industry-specific challenges to develop a 
feasible plan for integrating the AI RMF.

4.	Training and  
education

 
Through workshops and training sessions,  
consulting agencies educate staff about AI RMF 
principles. This training ensures that employees are 
aware of their roles in supporting risk management 
practices and helps foster a culture of continuous 
improvement.

5.	Ongoing support
 

Consultants provide ongoing support to address 
new risks and refine the risk management frame-
work as technologies and business conditions 
evolve. This includes regular reviews and updates 
to the AI RMF implementation strategy, keeping 
the organization ahead of regulatory changes and 
technological advancements.

6.	Expertise on demand
 

Consulting companies provide access to special-
ized knowledge and experience that may be too 
costly for organizations to maintain in-house. These 
experts can swiftly identify potential risks specific 
to the business and suggest effective mitigation 
strategies.

7.	 Cost efficiency
 

By partnering with a consulting firm, organizations 
can access top-tier risk management resources 
without the overhead associated with hiring full-
time specialists. This allows businesses to manage 
costs while still ensuring that their AI implementa-
tions are secure and compliant.

8.	Adaptability to  
rapid change

 
AI is evolving at an unprecedented rate. Consulting 
firms keep abreast of these developments,  
enabling organizations to quickly adapt to new 
opportunities and threats without lagging behind 
larger competitors.

https://catalyte.io
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ABOUT CATALY TE

Catalyte is an AI-enabled workforce company. Its proprietary technology uses 200K data points to discover and develop 
high-potential talent. As a result, Catalyte offers employers tenacious, high-performing talent that increases productivity, 
quality, and diversity metrics while reducing the total cost of talent. By redefining hiring and elevating ability over resumes, 
Catalyte transforms individuals, companies and communities. For more information, visit www.catalyte.io.

Adopting the NIST AI RMF can 
significantly enhance an organization’s 
ability to manage AI-related risks. But 
it is by no means a simple task. The 
complexities of AI risk management 
require sophisticated, knowledgeable 
and proactive approaches. 

With the support of a skilled consulting 
agency, organizations can better 
navigate this complex landscape, 
ensuring that AI systems are both 

effective and trustworthy. Partnering 
with a consulting company addresses 
these needs, enhances business 
resilience and positions companies 
for successful and sustainable AI 
integration. Organizations can be sure 
that they are prepared to address 
these risks head-on and turn potential 
challenges into opportunities for 
innovation and growth. 

Turning risk into reward

Looking to reduce your risk while reaping the benefits 
of emerging AI technologies? Our experts can help. 

Contact Catalyte at aiservices@catalyte.io.

https://catalyte.io
https://catalyte.io/

